Lakeland
celebrates
annual
International
Folk Festival _

by LIZ EBERLY

KIRTLAND - Gaclic anyone?
Ciamar a tha sibh? Tha mi gu
math, tapadh leibh. (How are
you? I'm well, thank you.) What
could be better than a spring af-
temoon :Trnl I\ﬂmingdﬁ:uldll-
ferent cultures and an evening
-.p(mh. i entertained by ethnie
d dance?
is betler according to
and  Community
s Fourth Annual Lake
nn.ll Folk Festi-

mll.-gn s main pus, the festi-
v.ll ttured presentations, food,

“tivities such as story-
e lllru., dancing lessons and ki-
mono dressing,

"The festival is designed to
underscone the rich cultural diver-
sity of Northeast Ohio,” said Dr.
Jennifer Forster, interim director,
intemational education and assis-
tant professor of history,

One presentation featured a
beginning lesson in Gaelic taught
by Frances Acar of the Great
Lakes Goelic Society.

“There are only 18 letters in
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Courtney Gras oi'Aurora and |5-year-old Andrea Horvath
of North Royalton are members of the Hungarian Csdrdis
Dance Company. Their group will be going to Hungary this
summer for a dance camp.

Gaelic,” Acar said. It makes fil-
ng e each October the Royal National tages and cultures alive is through
Onge one of the most widely  Maod is held at a different loca-  story-telling. Robin Pease is the ar-
m Languag Gaelic was ih  tion in Scotland. A Mod s acome=  Hstic director of Kolhure Kids, an
of completely disappear-  ptition-hased festival which el exdducation theatee program that

Page:10++March'23;2007 s - Gazette Nwepwemsﬁfasmwwﬁqamem‘mmnw

FOLK ...FromPage |

words were magic and to remind
the world thatall people have the
power of imagination,” Pease
said.

The festival alse inclhuded some
ecucaticnal displays about the dif-
ferent immigrant groups that
seltled in the greater Cleveland
area

In 1856, the first iron mill, the
Cleveland Relling Mill hrought
many Polish immigrants to Cleve-

garian immigrants settlod near
and on Huckeye Road. AL one
time, there were more than 9,000
Hungarians in the area,
®ore than 120,000 Romanians
immigrated to the United States
between 1895 and 1914.

One way tocelebrate different
cultures is (o enjoy the ethnic
fonds of ditfferenl countries. On
hand at the Folk Festival were
groups serving Greek, Cajun, and
Mexican along with Fastern Fu-
rupean food,

During the afternoon,
goers could burn ff the
from the ethnic foocls by lea
thiree difforent styles of racitional
danee.

Festival guests could leam an
Italian dance, a Hungarian dance
and several different Japanese
clanies.

Memberq of the Verlozza
Danee Company of Shaker
Heights taught the Tarantella, o
lively wlurlm. dance from South-

S

The Csardds Dance Company
of Clew eland taught the Ugros or
Dance from Hungary

rom 1870 to 1920 the Fun-
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Members of the ]npaana}ho Drumimers show that it takes
a lot of control and strength to play their hand-made drums
~ 1 at the International Folk Festival.

Members of the Verlezza Dance Company demonstrate the
big finish to the Tarantella, an Itallan dance at the Interna-
tional Folk Festival.

munity College.
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Members of the Csardas Dance Co mpany perform Huﬁlh':
jan Follc Dances at the Folk Festival held at Lakeland Com-
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